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The World Economy Since 1800
2022-2023 (Course summary)
Associate Professor Cameron Gordon

This course analyzes major economic, political, and social changes in the world economy over the 
course of the past two hundred and twenty years. These include factors contributing to increases 
in economic performance, changes in the form of government, technological change (including 
industrialization), and episodes of integration and disintegration of the global economy. Emphasis 
is on institutional changes in how societies organize economic, social and political activities; 
variation in development among geographic regions; and various ways of seeking to understand 
the economy and the human actor within the economy.

Assessment Summary

Examination, essays, and course participation. Assessment for this course will be confirmed after 
consultation with students at the first lecture of the semester. If there are any changes to the 
assessment, those changes, and further elaborations, will be publicised on Wattle.

Assessment Task Value Due Date
Essay 20% Throughout term
Group presentation 30% Throughout term
Group feedback 10% Throughout term
Online problem set 20% Throughout term
Synthesis report 20% Throughout term

COURSE SCHEDULE

This course is designed to accommodate a weekly two-hour lecture and one-hour discussion session
(aka, tutorial). Students are expected to attend and participate in all class meetings, which may 
include assessable material that is not in assigned readings. Lectures will be recorded, but may not 
be available immediately. 

Week Topic
1 Understanding the ‘economy’ and the ‘human animal’ in history
2 “1800”: a tipping point into the Anthropocene and the Industrial Revolution
3 “Political Economy: development and growth as new concepts
4 “Human agency” -- culture, Institutions, sociality and the power of ideas
5 Technology and infrastructure 
6 War, disease and demographics
7 Imperialism, Extraction, Exceptionalism 
8 Modernity: “1914”, “1929”, Depression
9 LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY – NO LECTURE
10  “1945”  - Cold War, decolonization and “Comparative Economic Systems”
11  “1989” – The End of Economic History…or the beginning?
12 Human Being and Machine: the Technocratic Age



READING LIST/MATERIALS AND CLASS TOPICS

A primary textbook for this course is:

Gordon, C. (2023). Many possible worlds: An interdisciplinary history of the world economy since 
1800. Routledge. https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-19-9281-0 

This book provides a good overview of the weekly topics, to be further explored by the assigned 
articles.

Week 1 (23 July): Understanding the ‘economy’ and the ‘human animal’ in history

Gordon, C. (2023), Chapter 1: Practising interdisciplinary economic history

A few key economic sub-disciplines
 Acemoglu, D. (2008) Growth and institutions. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, 

Second Edition, edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume
 Field, A.J. (2008). Economic history. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, Second 

Edition,  Edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume
 Kirman, A. (2008). Economy as a complex system. The New Palgrave Dictionary of 

Economics, Second Edition, edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume
 Swedberg, R. (2008). Economic sociology. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, 

Second Edition,  edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume

Historiographical and economic methods
 Hansen, B., & Hansen, M. (2016). The historian's craft and economics. Journal of Institutional 

Economics, 12(2), 349-370. 
 Rothenberg , W.B. (2009) American Economic History: Economics? Or History?, Historical 

Methods, 42:4, 129-134
 Whaples, R. (2008). Cliometrics. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, Second Edition, 

2008, edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume
 Jerven, M. (2011). A clash of disciplines? Economists and historians approaching the African 

past. Economic History of Developing Regions, 26(2), 111-124.

Broad views of economic history and their critics
 Clark, G. (2007). “Chapter 1: Introduction: The Sixteen-Page Economic History”.
 A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 

Press. Diamond, J. (1997), Prologue, Chapter 1. Guns, Germs and Steel. Norton.
 Diamond, J. (1997). (Overview by author of his book Guns, Germs and Steel). 

http://www.jareddiamond.org/Jared_Diamond/Guns,_Germs,_and_Steel.html 
 Elwell, F. W. (2013). The Implicit Ecological-Evolutionary Theory of Jared Diamond, An 

excerpt from Sociocultural Systems: Principles of Structure and Change. AU Press. 
http://www.faculty.rsu.edu/users/f/felwell/www/Theorists/Essays/Diamond1.html 

 Blaut, J. M. (1999). Environmentalism and eurocentrism. Geographical Review, 89(3), 391-
408.

 Callahan, G. (2005). The Diamond Fallacy. https://mises.org/library/diamond-fallacy
 Galor, O. (2005). From stagnation to growth: unified growth theory. Handbook of economic 

growth, 1, 171-293.
 Guberman, J. (1983). Mathematics: The Loss of Certainty by Morris Kline (review). Leonardo, 

16 (4), Autumn, 328 
 Pomeranz, K. (2000). Introduction. The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of 

the Modern World Economy. Princeton University Press, introduction 
 Wallerstein, I. (1976). The Modern World-System: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the 

European World-Economy in the Sixteenth Century. Academic Press, 1976, pp. 229-233.

A quirky parable about data
 Jongman, B., & van der Dennen, H. (1988). The Great War Figures Hoax: An investigation in 

polemomythology. Bulletin of Peace Proposals, 19(2), 197-202.

Week 2 (30 July): “1800”: a tipping point the Industrial Revolution and the Anthropocene

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-19-9281-0
https://mises.org/library/diamond-fallacy
http://www.faculty.rsu.edu/users/f/felwell/www/Theorists/Essays/Diamond1.html
http://www.jareddiamond.org/Jared_Diamond/Guns,_Germs,_and_Steel.html


Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 2: Understanding the “Anthropocene; Chapter 3: “1800”

The “First Industrial Revolution” in Britain, and its interpretations
 Allen, R. C. (2009). The British industrial revolution in global perspective (Chapter 1). 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
 Kelly, M., Mokyr, J., & Gráda, C. Ó. (2014). Precocious Albion: a new interpretation of the 

British industrial revolution. Annual Review of Economics, 6(1), 363-389.
 Komlos, J. (2000). The Industrial Revolution as the escape from the Malthusian trap. Journal 

of European Economic History, 29(2), 307.
 O’Brien, P. (2006). Provincializing the First Industrial Revolution. London School of Economics 

and Political Science, Department of Economic History.
 Crafts, Nicholas (1998), “Forging ahead and falling behind: the rise and relative decline of the 

first industrial nation,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 12(2): 193-210.

The “Great Divergence” and some of its elements
 Clark, G. (2010). The consumer revolution: turning point in human history, or statistical 

artifact? University California – Davis – Working Paper.
 Fouquet, R., & Broadberry, S. (2015). Seven centuries of European economic growth and 

decline. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 29(4), 227-44.
 Johnson, D. G. (1997). Agriculture and the Wealth of Nations. The American economic review, 

87(2), 1-12.
 Maddison, A. (1983), “A comparison of levels of GDP per capita in developed and 

undeveloped countries, 1700-1980,” Journal of Economic History 43(1): 27-41.
 [Maddison, A. (2007). The world economy volume 1: A millennial perspective volume 2: 

Historical statistics. OECD, Development Studies Centre OECD Publishing. - FOR 
REFERENCE ONLY]

Week 3 (6 August): “Political Economy: development and growth as new concepts

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 4: “Political economy”: The making of a North-South planet

The Classical Economists and the birth of ‘Political Economy’
 Barber, W. J. (1970). Part 1: Classical economics, Chapter 1: Adam Smith, A History of 

Economic Thought. Penguin Books.
 Barber, W.J. (1970). Chapter 2: Elaborations and cleavages within the Classical System: 

Thomas Robert Malthus. A History of Economic Thought. Penguin Books.
 Bevir, M. (2001). The Long Nineteenth Century in Intellectual History. Journal of Victorian 

Culture, 6(2), 313-335.
 Winch, D. (2001). That Disputatious Pair: Economic History and the History of Economics. 

Centre for Economics and History at the University of Cambridge Working Paper.

Political economy in action: the process of industrialization over time
 Clark, G. (2001). The secret history of the Industrial Revolution. Manuscript, University of 

California, Davis.
 Clark, G. (2012). The Enlightened Economy: An Economic History of Britain 1700-1850: 

Review Essay. Journal of Economic Literature, 50(1), 85-95.
 Clark, G. (1994), “Factory discipline,” Journal of Economic History 54(1): 128-163.
 Delong, J. B., Shleifer, A. (1993), “Princes and merchants: city growth before the industrial 

revolution,” Journal of Law and Economics 36(5): 671-702.
 DeVries, J. (1994), “The Industrious Revolution and the Industrial Revolution,” Journal of 

Economic History 54(2): 249-270.
 Graff, M., Kenwood, A., and Lougheed, A. (2014), Prologue. The Growth of the International 

Economy 1820-2015, 5th edition. New York, New York: Routledge.

Week 4 (13 August): “Human agency”: culture, institutions, sociality and the power of ideas

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 5: Self, socialisation, organisation and culture; Chapter 11,:“Civilisation”, 
gender, race and class



“Civilization”, culture and ‘”values”
 Aya, R. (1978). Norbert Elias and “the civilizing process”. Theory and Society, 5(2), 219-228.
 Daszkiewicz, W. (2007), Greek and Roman roots of European Civilisation, Studia Gilsoniana 

6:3 (July–September 2017): 381–404.
 Huntington, S. P. (1993). The clash of civilizations? Foreign affairs, 22-49.
 Inglehart, R., & Baker, W. (2000). Modernization, Cultural Change, and the Persistence of 

Traditional Values. American Sociological Review, 65(1), 19-51.
 Linklater, A., & Mennell, S. (2010). Norbert Elias, the civilizing process: Sociogenetic and psy-

chogenetic investigations—An overview and assessment. History and Theory, 49(3), 384-411.

Revolution, social movements and “sociality”
 Edelman, M (2001). Social Movements: Changing Paradigms and Forms of Politics. Annual 

Review of Anthropology 30:1, 285-317.
 Fiske, A. P. (1992). The four elementary forms of sociality: framework for a unified theory of 

social relations. Psychological review, 99(4), 689.
 Roberts, J. (2000). Chapter 1: Revolution from above and below. Blanning, T. C. (Ed.) The 

Oxford history of modern Europe. Oxford University Press, USA. 

A few influential ideas and their manifestations
 Mason, David S. (2011). Chapter 6: Darwinism and Social Darwinism. A concise history of 

modern Europe: liberty, equality, solidarity. (2nd edition). Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. 
 Mason, David S. (2011). Chapter 5: Marx, Marxism, and Socialism. A concise history of 

modern Europe: liberty, equality, solidarity. (2nd edition). Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. 
 Zaretsky, E. (2015). Afterword: Freud in the Twenty-First Century. Political Freud: A History. 

Columbia University Press.

Institutions and their development
 Rutherford, M. (2008). Institutionalism, Old. The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, 

Second Edition, edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume
 Chandler, A. D. (1992). Organizational capabilities and the economic history of the industrial 

enterprise. Journal of economic perspectives, 6(3), 79-100.
 Burris, B. H. (1989). Technocracy and the transformation of organizational control. The Social 

Science Journal, 26(3), 313-333.
 O'Brien, P. (2013). Historical foundations for a global perspective on the emergence of a 

western European regime for the discovery, development, and diffusion of useful and reliable 
knowledge. Journal of Global History, 8(1), 1-24.

Week 5 (20 August): Technology and infrastructure

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 8: Technology, innovation and invention; Chapter 9: “1870”

The “Transportation Revolution” - economic and some social aspects
 Gordon, C. (2006). Assessing adequacy of America’s transportation policies: lessons from the 

debate about the role of railroads in the development of the American west.  Transportation 
Research Record, 1966, 96-102.

 Bogart, D. (2012). The transport revolution in industrializing Britain: A survey. University Of 
California, Irvine, manuscript

 Alvarez, E., Bogart, D., Satchell, M., Shaw-Taylor, L., & You, X. Railways and growth: 
evidence from nineteenth century England and Wales. Manuscript.

 Hummels, D. (2007). Transportation costs and international trade in the second era of 
globalization. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 21(3), 131-154.

Infrastructure: a very long view
 Goldsmith, H. (2014). The Long-Run Evolution of Infrastructure Services. ECONSTOR 

working paper.

Social aspects of technology and “technological determinism”
 Gordon, C. (2017). Carbarism: Civilising the Automobile. World Transport Policy and 

Practice 23 (1), 27-39.



 Austen, R. A., & Headrick, D. (1983). The role of technology in the African past. African 
Studies Review, 26(3-4), 163-184.

 Roland, A. (2003). Once More into the Stirrups: Lynn White Jr., Medieval Technology and 
Social Change. Technology and Culture, 44(3), 574-585.

 Ceruzzi, P. E. (2005). Moore's law and technological determinism: reflections on the history of 
technology. Technology and Culture, 46(3), 584-593.

 Kranzberg, M. (1986). Technology and History:" Kranzberg's Laws". Technology and culture, 
27(3), 544-560.

Technological ‘revolutions’ prior to the Great Divergence
 Greene, K. (2000). Technological innovation and economic progress in the ancient world: MI 

Finley re‐considered. The Economic History Review, 53(1), 29-59.
 Gans, P. J. (2004). Chapter 9 The Medieval Horse Harness: Revolution or Evolution? A Case 

Study in Technological Change. M.-T. Zenner (Ed.): Villard’s Legacy, Ashgate 2004
 Lucas, A. (2005). Industrial Milling in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: A Survey of the 

Evidence for an Industrial Revolution in Medieval Europe. Technology and Culture, Vol. 46, 
No. 1 (Jan., 2005), pp. 1-30

Week 6: (27 August): War, disease and demographics

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 16: Global demographic change; Chapter 22: War

The process and consequences of modern war
 Strachan, Hew (2000). Chapter 3: Military modernization. Blanning, T. C. (Ed.). The Oxford 

history of modern Europe. Oxford University Press, USA. 
 Eloranta, J., Harrison, M. (2010). Chapter 6: War and disintegration, 1914-1950. Broadberry, 

S., & O'Rourke, K. H. (eds.) (2010). The Cambridge economic history of modern Europe: 
Volume 2, 1870 to the present. Cambridge University Press.

 Overy, Richard (2000). Chapter 8: Warfare in Europe since 1918. Blanning, T. C. (Ed.). The 
Oxford history of modern Europe. Oxford University Press, USA.

War finance in the modern era
 Bordo, M. D., & White, E. N. (1991). A tale of two currencies: British and French finance during 

the Napoleonic Wars. The Journal of Economic History, 51(2), 303-316.
 Flores-Macias, G. A., & Kreps, S. E. (2013). Political parties at war: A study of American war 

finance, 1789–2010. American Political Science Review, 107(4), 833-848.
 Dooley, P. C. (1989). Ricardo and Keynes on war finance. Atlantic Economic Journal, 17(3), 

21-33.

The economics of war
 Koubi, V. (2005). War and economic performance. Journal of Peace Research, 42(1), 67-82.
 Ruttan, V. W. (2006). Is war necessary for economic growth? Military procurement and 

technology development. Oxford University Press.
 Goldstein, J. (2003). “War and Economic History”. Mokyr, J. (ed.). The Oxford Encyclopedia of 

Economic History. Oxford University Press.

Migrations, mortality and morbidity
 Easterlin, Richard (1995), “Industrial Revolution and mortality revolution: two of a kind?” 

Journal of Evolutionary Economics 5(4): 393-408.
 Massey, Douglas (1988), “Economic development and international migration in comparative 

perspective,” Population and Development Review 14(3): 383-413.
 Brainerd, E., & Siegler, M. (2003). The economic effects of the 1918 influenza epidemic. 

Working paper.

Mid-semester break (4-15 September)

Week 7 (17 September): Imperialism, Extraction, Exceptionalism 

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 13: Imperialism; Chapter 20: Exceptionalism

European colonisations and their consequences



 Duiker, W. J. (2010) Chapter 2: the high tide of Imperialism: Africa and Asia in an era of 
western dominance. Contemporary World History, 5th Ed. (2010). Cengage learning.

 Ramesh, S. (2017). Chapter 2: An Economic History of India.  Ramesh, S. (ed.). China's 
Lessons for India: Volume I: The Political Economy of Development. Palgrave-Macmillan, 

 Mason, David S. (2011). Chapter 8: the age of imperialism and the scramble for Africa.
A concise history of modern Europe: liberty, equality, solidarity. (2nd edition). Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers. 

Imperialism and economic underdevelopment: the Latin American case
 Cárdenas, M., Helfand S. (2011). Latin American economic development. The New Palgrave 

Dictionary of Economics, Online Edition, edited by Steven N. Durlauf and Lawrence E. Blume
 Bértola, L., & Rodríguez Weber, J. (2015). Chapter 20: Latin American Economic History: 

looking backwards for the future. Francesco Boldizzoni and Pat Hudson, editors, Routledge 
Handbook of Global Economic History. New York: Routledge, 2016.

 Leandro Prados de la Escosura (2005) Colonial Independence and Economic Backwardness 
in Latin America,  LSE Working Paper.

 De La Escosura, L. P. (2007). When did Latin America fall behind?. The decline of Latin 
American economies: Growth, institutions, and crises (pp. 15-58). University of Chicago Press.

American exceptionalism
 Wright, Gavin (1990), “The origins of American industrial success,” American Economic 

Review 80(4): 651-668.
 McGreevey, R. (2017).  U.S. Imperialism, 1898–1914. Oxford Research Encyclopedia, 

American History. Oxford University Press.
 Rees, J. (2017). Industrialization and Urbanization in the United States, 1880–1929. Oxford 

Research Encyclopedia, American History. Oxford University Press.
 Turner, F. J. (1893). “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” 
 Ian Tyrrell. (1991). American Exceptionalism in an Age of International History. The American 

Historical Review, 96(4), 1031-1055.
 Koh, H. (2003). On American Exceptionalism. Stanford Law Review, 55(5), 1479-1527.

Postcolonial development dilemmas
 Bruton, Henry (1998), “A reconsideration of import substitution,” Journal of Economic 

Literature 36(2): 903-936.
 Brandt, Loren, Debin Ma, and Thomas Rawski (2014), "From Divergence to Convergence: 

Reevaluating the History Behind China's Economic Boom," Journal of Economic Literature 
52(1): 45-123.

Week 8 (24 September): Modernity: “1914”, “1929”, Depression

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 14: “Modernity”; Chapter 15: “1914”; Chapter 18: “1929”; Chapter 19: 
“Global finance”

The pre-war financial, economic and political order
 Daudin, G., Morys, M., & O'Rourke, K. H. (2010). Chapter 1. Globalization, 1870-1914. 

Broadberry, S., & O'Rourke, K. H. (eds.) (2010). The Cambridge economic history of modern 
Europe: Volume 2, 1870 to the present. Cambridge University Press.

 Carreras, A, Josephson, C (2010). Chapter 2: Aggregate growth, 1870-1914: growing at the 
production frontier.  In Broadberry, S., & O'Rourke, K. H. (eds.) (2010). The Cambridge 
economic history of modern Europe: Volume 2, 1870 to the present. Cambridge University 
Press.

 Leonard, C, Jonas Ljungberg (2010). Chapter 5: Population and living standards, 1870-1914. 
In Broadberry, S., & O'Rourke, K. H. (eds.) (2010). The Cambridge economic history of 
modern Europe: Volume 2, 1870 to the present. Cambridge University Press.

 Bordo, Michael and Hugh Rockoff (1996), “The gold standard as a good housekeeping seal of 
approval,” Journal of Economic History 56(2): 389-428.

The “Great War” and its aftermath in the interwar period



 Hobsbawm, E. (1994). Introduction: The century: a bird’s eye view. Chapter 1: the age of total 
war. The age of extremes: A history of the world. New York: Pantheon.

 Kennedy, Paul M. (1989), “Total war and the power balances, 1914-1918. pp 256-274, The 
Rise and Fall of the Great Powers. Random House.

 Blum, M., Eloranta, J., & Osinsky, P. (2014). Organization of War Economies. U. Daniel, P. 
Gatrell, O. Janz, H. Jones, J. Keene, A. Kramer, & B. Nasson (Eds.). 1914-1918-online. 
International Encyclopedia of the First World War Berlin: Freie Universität Berlin. 
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/organization_of_war_economies 

 Segesser, D. (2014). Controversy: Total War. In U. Daniel, P. Gatrell, O. Janz, H. Jones, J. 
Keene, A. Kramer, & B. Nasson (Eds.), 1914-1918-online. International Encyclopedia of the 
First World War Berlin: Freie Universität Berlin. 
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/controversy_total_war 

 Keynes, J.M. (1919). Chapter 5 on reparations. The Economic Consequences of the Peace (1 
ed.). Macmillan & Co.

 Marks, S. (1978). The myths of reparations. Central European History, 11(3), 231-255.
 Webb, S. B. (1988). Latin American debt today and German reparations after World War I—a 

comparison. Weltwirtschaftliches Archiv, 124(4), 745.
 Ritschl, A., Straumann, T. (2010). Chapter 7: Business cycles and economic policy, 1914-

1945. In Broadberry, S., & O'Rourke, K. H. (eds.). The Cambridge economic history of modern 
Europe: Volume 2, 1870 to the present. Cambridge University Press.

The Great Depression
 Kindleberger, Charles (1987), chapter 14. The World in Depression 1929-1939. Berkeley, CA: 

University of California Press.
 Bemanke, B., & James, H. (1991). The gold standard, deflation, and financial crisis in the 

Great Depression: An international comparison. Financial markets and financial crises (pp. 33-
68). University of Chicago Press.

 Romer, Christina (1992), “What ended the Great Depression?” Journal of Economic History 
52(4): 757-784.

 Gordon, C. (2011). The Great Depression as a pedagogical theme for undergraduate 
business, economics and finance classes.  Australasian Journal of Economics Education 8 
(2), 1-17.

 Eichengreen, Barry (1992), Chapter 2. Golden Fetters. Oxford University Press.

Week 9 (1 October): LABOUR HOLIDAY – NO LECTURE

Week 10 (8 October): “1945” and its aftermath: Cold War, decolonization and “Comparative 
Economic Systems”

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 21: “1945”; Chapter 23: Comparative economic, social and political 
systems; Chapter 25: “Cold War”

The economic consequences of World War 2
 DeLong, Brad and Barry Eichengreen (1991), “The Marshall Plan: history’s most successful 

structural adjustment program,” CEPR Discussion Paper Series 634. London, UK: Center for 
Economic and Policy Research.

 Harrison, M. (1988). Resource mobilization for World War II: the USA, UK, USSR, and 
Germany, 1938‐1945′. The Economic History Review, 41(2), 171-192.

 Maier, C. S. (1977). The politics of productivity: foundations of American international 
economic policy after World War II. International Organization, 31(4), 607-633.

Marxian economics, Leninism and Stalinism
 Barber, W. J. (1970) Part 2: Marxian Economics; Chapter 5: Karl Marx and the economics of 

Das Kapital; Postscript to Marxian Economics. A History of Economic Thought, Penguin 
Books.

 Luxemburg, R. (1961). The Russian Revolution, and Leninism Or Marxism? University of 
Michigan Press.

https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/controversy_total_war
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/organization_of_war_economies


 Suny, R.G. (1997). Stalin and his Stalinism: Power and Authority in the Soviet Union, 1930–
53. Ian Kershaw and Moshe Lewin, eds., Stalinism and Nazism: Dictatorships in Comparison 
(New York: Cambridge  University Press, 1997)

A divided world and its economic consequences in the West 
 Mason, David S. (2011). Chapter 12: Europe divided, the Cold War, and decolonization.

A concise history of modern Europe: liberty, equality, solidarity. (2nd edition). Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers. 
Crafts, Nicholas (1995), “The Golden Age of economic growth in western Europe, 1950-1973,” 
Economic History Review 48(3): 429-447.

 Fusfeld, D. R. (1998). Economics and the cold war: An inquiry into the relationship between 
ideology and theory. Journal of Economic Issues, 32(2), 505-511.

 Fraser, C. (2013). Decolonization and the Cold War. The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War, 
745-746. Oxford University Press.

 Evangelista, M. A. (1982). Stalin's postwar army reappraised. International Security, 7(3), 110-
138.

 Ohanian, L. E. (1997). The macroeconomic effects of war finance in the United States: World 
War II and the Korean War. The American Economic Review, 23-40.

 Moeller, R. G. (1996). War stories: the search for a usable past in the Federal Republic of 
Germany. The American Historical Review, 101(4), 1008-1048.

 US State Department, Office of the Historian. Occupation and Reconstruction of Japan, 1945–
52. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/japan-reconstruction 

Comparative economic systems analysis
 Williamson, O. (1991). Comparative Economic Organization: The Analysis of Discrete 

Structural Alternatives. Administrative Science Quarterly, 36(2), 269-296.
 Dallago, B. (2004). Comparative economic systems and the new comparative economics. The 

European Journal of Comparative Economics, 1(1), 59.
 Wallerstein, I. (1974). The rise and future demise of the world capitalist system: concepts for 

comparative analysis. Comparative studies in society and history, 16(4), 387-415.

Week 11 (15 October): “1989” – The End of Economic History…or the beginning?

Gordon, C. (2023): Chapter 27: “1989”, “1991”; Chapter 26: Time and “progress”

End of the Cold War in Russia and the West
 Mason, David S. (2011). Chapter 13: 1989: the collapse of Communism and end of the Cold 

War. A concise history of modern Europe: liberty, equality, solidarity. (2nd edition). Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers. 

 Gatrell, P. (2006). Chapter 14: economic and demographic change: Russia’s age of economic 
extremes. In Suny, R.G. (general editor), The Cambridge history of Russia, volume 3: The 
Twentieth Century. Cambridge University Press.

 Judt, T. (1992). The past is another country: myth and memory in postwar Europe. Daedalus, 
83-118.

Standard projections of the future long-run economy
 PwC Global (2018). The World in 2050. https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/economy/the-

world-in-2050.html 
 Johansson, Å, Guillemette, Y., Murtin, F., Turner, D., Nicoletti, G., de la Maisonneuve, 

C.,Spinelli, F. (2012). Looking to 2060: Long-term global growth prospects.  OECD.

The “post-industrial society”
 Vogt, K. C. (2016). The post-industrial society: from utopia to ideology. Work, employment and 

society, 30(2), 366-376.

The “End of History”?
 Fukuyama, F. (1989). The end of history? The national interest, (16), 3-18.
 Fukuyama,  F.  (2006).  Introduction.  The  end  of  history  and  the  last  man.  Simon  and 

Schuster. 

https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/economy/the-world-in-2050.html
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/economy/the-world-in-2050.html
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/japan-reconstruction


 Palma, J.G. (2009). The revenge of the market on the rentiers: Why neo-liberal reports of 
the end of history turned out to be premature, Cambridge Journal of Economics, Volume 
33, Issue 4, 1 July, Pages 829–869.

Week 12 (22 October): Human Being and Machine: the Technocratic Age

Gordon, C. (2023). Chapter 28: Neoliberalism; Chapter 29: Structural change; Chapter 32: Old 
models, new realities

Institutional complexity
 Dunning, J. H. (2015). Reappraising the eclectic paradigm in an age of alliance capitalism. 

The Eclectic Paradigm (pp. 111-142). Palgrave Macmillan.

Technological utopianism and its roots
 Timms, P., Tight, M., & Watling, D. (2014). Imagineering mobility: constructing utopias for 

future urban transport. Environment and Planning a, 46(1), 78-93.
 Mokyr, J., Vickers, C., & Ziebarth, N. L. (2015). The history of technological anxiety and the 

future of economic growth: Is this time different? Journal of Economic Perspectives, 29(3), 31-
50.

 Maier, C. S. (1970). Between Taylorism and technocracy: European ideologies and the vision 
of industrial productivity in the 1920s. Journal of contemporary history, 5(2), 27-61.

 Barbrook, R. Cameron, A. (1996). The Californian ideology. Science as Culture 6.1 (1996): 44-
72. http://www.imaginaryfutures.net/2007/04/17/the-californian-ideology-2/ 

The computerization productivity puzzle
 Gordon, R. J. (2015). Secular stagnation: A supply-side view. American Economic Review, 

105(5), 54-59.

“Consumptionism”
 Welzer, H. (2011). Mental infrastructures: How growth entered the world and our souls. 

Heinrich Böll Foundation.
 Zaretsky, E. (2015). Psychoanalysis and the Spirit of Capitalism. In Political Freud: A History 

(pp. 15-37). Columbia University Press.
 Olasky, M. N. (1984). Retrospective: Bernays' doctrine of public opinion. Public Relations 

Review, 10(3), 3-12.

The spiritual dimension of humanity
 James, H. (1936). Excerpts. The Varieties of Religious Experience. The Modern Library.

http://www.imaginaryfutures.net/2007/04/17/the-californian-ideology-2/

