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Course Description

This course has a long-run view on economic growth. We will be studying factors that explain
the vast differences in income levels across space and over time, trying to answer questions
such as: Why did some countries become so rich, while others remained poor? Why did some
countries catch up? What causes the allocation of economic activities in some locations as
opposed to others?

There is no textbook for this course- you will be expected to read and critically discuss academic
papers. The focus of these papers will be trying to empirically establish how and whether
geography, institutions, and culture are ultimate causes of economic growth. In this sense, this
course is complimentary to courses on political economy, development economics, and applied
econometrics. Moreover, it should also be a good preparation for your own writing of applied
research papers.

Prerequisites

This is not a technical econometrics course, but you should have a good understanding of
frequently-used tools in applied econometrics such as panel data, instrumental variables, and
regression discontinuity. Good background or catch-up reading in this respect would be
Mastering “Metrics by Joshua Angrist and Jorn-Steffen Pischke, or (by the same authors, more
advanced) Mostly Harmless Econometrics. In addition, you should have a basic background in
(macro-)economics, especially growth, which | trust you will have from your undergraduate
studies.

Instructor and Meeting Times

Stephan Maurer, email: stephan.maurer@uni-konstanz.de
Meetings: Fridays 1330-1500, Room D 301
Office Hours: tha

Examination

e Class Presentation (50%)
o This will be a 30-minute presentation of a paper related to the course material.
Details will be provided in the first meeting.
e Referee Report of an empirical paper (50%)
o Critical evaluation of a recent working paper on the topic of the course (around
4-5 pages). Details on the structure of a referee report will be given in the
lecture.


mailto:s.e.maurer@lse.ac.uk

Topics
(* denotes optional reading)
Introduction: A long-run view on growth and development
e *Allen 2001
e *Allenetal 2011
e *Clark 2007, Chapters 1 and 2
e *Maddison 2001

1. Geography: Location fundamentals and persistence
*Diamond 1997

Dalgaard et al WP

Davis and Weinstein 2002

*Bosker and Buringh 2017

Bleakley and Lin 2012

Hanlon 2017

Michaels and Rauch Forthcoming

2. Geography as a determinant of institutions
e Sokoloff and Engerman 2000
e Alesinaetal 2013
e Mayshar et al WP

3. Institutions

¢ North and Weingast 1989
DeLong and Shleifer 1993
Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson 2001
Glaeser et al 2004
Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson 2005
La Porta, Lopez-de-Silanes and Shleifer 2008
Dell 2010
Acemoglu et al 2011
Michalopoulos and Papaioannou
Pascali Forthcoming

4. Culture: Religion and social capital
Becker and Woessmann 2009
Cantoni 2015

Akcomak et al 2015

Becker and Pascali WP
Valencia Caicedo WP

Guiso et al 2004

Fernandez and Fogli 2009
Tabellini 2010

Nunn and Wantchekon 2011
Chen 2013

Becker et al 2016

De Philippis and Rossi WP
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