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OBJECTIVES

The subject has two basic objectives. The first is to outline the economic
transformations that led to the modern world, up to the present day situation. European and
Western dominance in the world economy serves as a starting point, although the contribution
made by rest of the world will not be overlooked. Secondly, the economic evolution of Spain is
assessed over time, beginning with the conditions imposed during the crisis of the Old Regime.
The general framework of contemporary Spanish economic growth is then examined.

A dual perspective- chronological and spatial- is used to develop the syllabus. To this

end, we analyze how European expansion has had an impact on the rest of the world during



the Modern Age. Spain has played a key role, albeit with significant contrasts, especially at the
regional level. Moreover, the consequences of European industrialization on the international
economy in the 19" century are examined. We will see how this trend has had limited impact
on the modernization of the Spanish economy. Also examined are the tensions felt in the 20"
century, which is marked by globalization. In that century, Spain struggled- not always
successfully- to reach European socioeconomic levels. Although a general approach will be
taken with this subject, business history is included. We examine how companies have evolved

over the past two centuries; their role in economic growth will be analyzed.

METHODOLOGY

Before the contents of this subject can be delved into, groundwork must be done. A
seminar will be held on information search techniques for Social Sciences in general, and for
Economics and Business Studies in particular. Among the tools used is the “Business and

Economics Search Engine” (http://www.buscadoree.udc.es/) from the Faculty of Economics

and Business of the University of A Coruiia. Another seminar will shed light on techniques for
using and analysing texts, graphics, and statistical material.

Formal lectures will be the main teaching method. In these, the teacher provides the
subject’s key points. Students must then reinforce their grasp of these points with individual
study using the other instruments offered by the course. In some groups, two of the teachers
will implement a teaching method based on the Aronson puzzle, or flipped classroom. In these
groups, students will be responsible for presenting the subject contents by giving a lecture,
based on teacher-supervised team work.

An analysis and discussion of a range of materials, either in the classroom or in
seminars, will round off the classes. A series of compulsory readings (4) are analyzed and
discussed as a complement to the lectures. These readings are best dealt with in small group
seminars of no more than 15 students.

Moreover, case studies will be used. Through these, both quantitative- such as
statistics, tables, and graphs- and qualitative material will be examined and discussed. Both in
the case of the readings and practical material, students must submit their work onto a virtual
platform (moodle). This work, along with classroom discussion, will be assessed.

A further assessment tool will be the final exam. It is based on the contents of the
syllabus, including the lectures, practical materials, and readings. Additionally, students will

have to compile a bibliography with which they have prepared the subject.

CONTENTS



European pre-industrial economies (16"‘-18th centuries)
1. Traditional agrarian economies
2. Growth in trade and manufacturing
3. The structure of the Spanish economy in the Old Regime
The industrialization process. The Industrial Revolution and the spread of modern
economic growth (1780-1870)
1. Industrial revolution and economic growth in the 19" century
2. Industrialization models
3. The difficult take-off of capitalist development in Spain
Second technological revolution, 1870-1945
1. The technological revolution, the internationalization of economies and the
rise of the modern capitalist firm
2. The instability of the inter-war period, 1914-1945
3. The incomplete modernization of the Spanish economy
The world economy in the face the third industrial revolution (1945-2018)
1. The new international economic order (1945-1958)
2. From the virtuous circle to the vicious circle (1959-1985)
3. Globalization and its impact on the firm
4. From the collapse of the early Franco regime to the modernization of the

Spanish economy

PLANNING

Face-to-f '

ace-to-face | Independent | . .
hours learning
4 0 4

Initial activities

Lectures 17 17 34
Readings 6 20 26
Seminars 4 0 4
AnaIYS|s of documentary sources and case 17 34 51
studies

Exam 2 29 3
TOTAL >0 100 150

EVALUATION

Marks




Analysis of documentary sources and case studies 35%

Readings 15%
Exam (minimum mark, 15) 50%
Total 100
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FINAL REMARKS

As the classes are given, students will be encouraged to participate through exercises
and questions. With these Assessment for Learning (AfL) techniques, it will be possible to
monitor if knowledge has been assimilated and if students can handle the concepts used.

As far as possible, a sustainable approach will be taken with resources, to minimize the
negative impact on the natural environment.

The course design aims to highlight the importance of ethical principles related to
sustainability values in personal and professional performance.

Efforts will be made to identify and modify sexist attitudes. In this attempt to influence
the social environment, our aim is to modify such beliefs and promote the values of respect
and equality.

The full integration of students with physical, sensory, psychic, or socio-cultural
limitations will be facilitated. An attempt will be made to minimize their difficulties and ensure

that everyone has an equitable and suitable access to university life.



