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History 159B.  
 Industrialization and Imperialism. Europe and the World, 1780-1914 

 
This course surveys major trends in economic history of Europe from the beginning of 
the Industrial Revolution to the outbreak of World War I. It will focus on the spread of 
modern industry From Britain to continental Europe, North America, and Japan; the 
development of an integrated international economy, or “early globalization"; the gold 
standard; and the economic impact of imperialism and colonial empires.  
 
This course is equivalent to Economics 111B.  Economics majors may apply the course 
to their major requirements. 
 
Basic knowledge of economics is helpful, as is a general background in world history, but 
there are no formal prerequisites for enrollment in this course.  
 
Evaluation will be based on a mid-term examination (20%), a term paper of 7-8 pages to 
be described later (20%), discussion session participation (20%),  and a final exam 
(40%). 
 
All assigned readings, except as noted in the syllabus below, are assembled in a reader 
available at Copy Central, 2560 Bancroft. 
 

Reading Assignments 
 
25 August.  Introduction. 
 
30 Aug – 1 Sept. The origins of modern economic growth. 
 
E. A. Wrigley, “The Classical Economist, the Stationary State, and the Industrial 
Revolution,” in Graeme Snooks, ed., Was the Industrial Revolution Necessary? (!994), 
pp. 27-42. 
 
Gregory Clark, A Farewell to Alms (2007), Ch. 10, “Modern Growth: The Wealth of 
Nations,” pp. 193-207. 
 
Douglass North, Structure and Change in Economic History (1981), Ch. 12-13, pp. 158-
86. 
 
Clive Trebilcock, The Industrialization of the Continential Powers, 1780-1914 (1981), 
Ch. 1, pp. 1-21. 



 
6-8 Sept. The British Industrial Revolution. 
 
Joel Mokyr, “Accounting for the Industrial Revolution,” Roderick Floud and Paul 
Johnson, eds., The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain, Vol. 1 (2004), pp. 1-
27 
Joel Mokyr, “Technological Change, 1700-1830,” Roderick Floud and Donald 
McCloskey, eds., The Economic History of Britain since 1700 Vol.1, second ed., (1994), 
pp. 12-43. 
 
Ronald Findlay and Kevin H. O’Rourke, Power and Plenty. Trade, War, and the World 
Economy in the Second Millennium (2007), Ch. 6, “Trade and the Industrial Revolution,” 
pp. 324-64. 
 
13-15 Sept. Industrialization on the Continent: France. 
 
Colin Heywood, The Development of the French Economy, 1750-1914 (1992), 63 pages. 
 
David Landes, “French Entrepreneurship and Industrial Growth in the Nineteenth 
Century,” Journal of Economic History 9 (1949): 45-61. Jstor 
 
John C. Eckalbar, “The Saint-Simonians in Industry and Economic Development,” 
American Journal of Economics and Sociology 38 (1979): 83-98. 
 
François Crouzet, “France,” in Mikulas Teich and Roy Porter, eds., The Industrial 
Revolution in National Context (1996), pp. 36-63. 
 
 
20-22 Sept.: Germany. 
 
Toni Pierenkemper and Richard Tilly, The German Economy during the Nineteenth 
Century (2004), Ch. 1, pp. 3-12; Ch 3-4, pp. 23-72; Ch 7-9, pp. 113-144. 
 
Jeremy Edwards and Sheilagh Ogilvie, “Universal Banks and German Industrialization: 
A Reappraisal,” Economic History Review 49 (1996): 427-444 (only). Jstor 
 
27-29 Sept.: Italy and Russia 
 
Gianni Toniolo, An Economic History of Liberal Italy, Ch. 5-6, pp. 36-59; Ch. 12, pp. 
133-50. 
        
Trebilcock, Ch. 4, pp. 205-291. 
 
 
 
 



4 Oct. Industrialization in Comparative Perspective.  
 
Alexander Gerschenkron, “Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective,” in book 
of same title (1964), pp. 5-30. b-space 
 
Richard Sylla and Giani Toniolo, eds., Patterns of European Industrialization (1991), Ch. 
1-3, pp. 1-63. 
 
6 Oct.  Mid Term Exam 
 
11-13 Oct. The European Population Explosion. 
 
Massimo Livi-Bacci, A Concise History of World Population (1992), Ch. 4, pp. 100-45. 
 
Colin Dyer, Population and Society in Twentieth-Century France, Ch. 1, “The Ever of the 
“Great War,” pp. 5-28. 
 
Dudley Baines, Emigration from Europe, 1815-1930 (1991), Ch. 1, pp. 7-16; Ch. 3-5, pp. 
21-42; Ch. 9, pp. 58-65. 
 
18-25 Oct.  Did Economic Growth increase Inequality? 
 
Hans-Joachim Voth, “Living standards and the urban environment,” in Floud and 
Johnson, CEHMB, Vol. 1, pp. 268-94. 
 
Paul Hohenberg and Lynn Hollen Lees, The Making of Urban Europe, 1000-1950 
(1985), Ch. 8, “The Human consequences of Industrial Urbanization,” pp. 248-289. 

De Vries, The Industrious Revolution (2008). Ch. 5, “The Breadwinner-homemaker 
household,” pp. 186-237. 
 
Williamson, “British Inequality during the Industrial Revolution.  Accounting for the 
Kuznets Curve,” in Y. S. Brenner, et al., eds., Income Distribution in Historical 
Perspective, pp. 57-75. b-space. 
 
Peter H. Lindert and Jeffrey G. Williamson, “Does Globalization Make the World More 
Unequal?,” in Michael Bordo, et al., eds. Globalization in Historical Perspective (2003), 
pp. 227-46 
 
Anne Digby and Charles Feinstein, eds., New Directions in Economic and Social History 
(1984). Articles by R. Floud, J. Lewis, and P. Thane, pp. 117-54. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



27 Oct. -1 Nov. Imperialism 
 
Harrison M. Wright, ed., The New Imperialism. Articles by J. A. Hobson, V. I. Lenin, 
and J. A. Schumpeter, pp. 4-38, 47-61. 
 
Michael Edelstein, “Foreign Investment, Accumulation and Empire, 1860-1914,” in 
Floud and Johnson, CEHMB Vol. II,  pp. 190-226. 
 
3-15 Nov. A Globalizing Economy 
 
Findlay and O’Rourke, Power and Plenty, Ch. 7, “World Trade 1780-1914: The Great 
Specialization,” pp. 365-428. 
 
Daniel R. Headrick, The Tools of Empire (1981), Ch. 3, “Malaria, Quinine and the 
Penetration of Africa,” pp. 58-79. 
 
James Foreman-Peck, A History of the World Economy (1983), Ch. 6, “The Heyday of 
the International Gold Standard, 1875-1914,” pp. 160-185. 
 
Clark, Farewell to Alms, Ch 15-17, pp. 303-70. 
 
17 Nov - 1 December.  The Second Industrial Revolution the Eclipse of British 
Leadership,and the end of the Liberal Era. 
 
David Landes, Unbound Prometheus (1969), Ch. 5, pp. 231-49 (Also in Cambridge 
Economic History of Europe Vol. 6, pp. 458-76.) 
 
Gavin Wright, “The Origins of American Industrial Success, 1879-1940,” in Robert 
Whaples and Dianne C. Betts, eds., Historical Perspective on the American Economy 
(1995), pp. 455-479. 
 
C. H. Feinstein, “Slowing Down and Falling Behind: Industrial Retardation in Britain 
after 1870,” in Anne Digby, et al., eds., New Directions in Economic and Social History 
Vol. II (1992) Ch. 12, pp. 163-76. 
 
D. C. Coleman, “Gentlemen and Players,” Economic History Review 26 (1973): 92-116.  
Jstor. 
 
C. A. Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, 1780-1914 (2004), Ch. 13, “The Great 
Acceleration, 1890-1914,” pp. 451-467. 
 
6-8 Dec.  RRR Week. 
 


